Philosophy 112 Second Paper

Due Tuesday, March 21
Topic and Instructions

Instructions

Write a three to four page paper addressing one of the two topics outlined below. 

Topic One

In book I of the Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle argues that in order to determine what the good is for human beings, we need first to determine the function of a human being. That function, suggests Aristotle, is best arrived at by looking at our uniqueness. 

Explain Aristotle’s human function argument and assess it critically. Provide a brief description of the argument itself, including what he believes is the proper function of a human being. When defending or criticizing it, discuss whether (1) Aristotle is correct in his assessment of what human beings are uniquely able to do and (2) whether the notion that we can find the good by locating our unique function or functions is plausible. 

Topic Two

In Chapter 13 of Leviathan, Hobbes says that the life of human beings in their natural state is “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.” 
Explain Hobbes’ reasons for saying what he says above.  Is his view correct? 

Paper Components 

Papers should include the following components: 

1. A brief introduction to explain the questions you plan to address and to present your thesis  

2. The arguments in favor of your thesis 

3. A discussion considering and responding to potential objections to your thesis.  You should use this part of the paper to discuss concerns that might be raised by your thesis.  You should also respond to those concerns, either by defending your thesis or by defending a modified version of your thesis

4. A very brief conclusion to your paper. You should use this part of the paper to summarize the case for your thesis.

Additional Guidelines and Grading:

Papers will be graded based on your understanding of the subject material, the persuasiveness of the case for your thesis, and general clarity.  

Demonstrating your understanding of the subject material will show itself in your ability to present a strong case for your thesis. The persuasiveness of your thesis will in turn depend on two things.  The first is being able to identify and articulate the strongest arguments for your thesis.  The second is being able to identify and respond to would be objections.  It is crucial that you identify and address significant concerns, rather than creating ones that are easily refuted. You should also avoid including information that is extraneous to your thesis solely for the purpose of demonstrating an understanding of the area.  

Clarity is achieved by presenting a paper that is written in good English and that is free of errors in spelling and grammar.  

Prior to beginning the paper, please review the department guidelines for writing a philosophy paper, which can be found at: http://www.csus.edu/phil/req/writing.htm. Students may use either the MLA or Chicago manuals of style. You will find a discussion of both in the department guidelines.  
For my policy on late papers, please see the co
